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Aims 
 
The study of English develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide 
range of purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. 
Children should learn to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become 
enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and 
media texts. They also begin to develop critical faculties when viewing film, theatre 
productions and other forms of media. Pupils gain an understanding of how language 
works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. They use their knowledge, skills 
and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations. 

 

The aims of teaching English are to ensure that all pupils: 
 

 Read fluently and with good understanding. 

 Develop the habit of reading widely and often. 

 Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

 Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and 
for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 

 Use discussion in order to learn, they should be able to elaborate and explain 
clearly their understanding and ideas. 

 Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

 Enjoy writing and recognise its value. 
 

Teaching and learning style 
 
The school follows and adaptation of the Pie Corbett Talk for Writing process when 
teaching English. This provides children with the opportunity to complete in-depth 
explorations of key texts throughout their school career. 

 
The process is as follows: 

 
Hook 
Inspire children 

Get children's interest and attention. Include drama, a 
visit or a key memorable event to trigger conversation 
and excitement. 

Have a Go 
Independent task 

Children write a piece independently within the planned 
genre, e.g. non-chronological reports, instructions, 
narrative. The teacher will use this task to: 

 

 Choose targets for Guided Writing throughout the 
unit. 

 

 Plan language teaching according to children's 
gaps. 

 
Please note that the ‘Have A Go’ task will be 
independent but will require teacher input prior, and may 



 

 be used outside of the English lessons to inform 
planning of a unit. 

Phase 1 
Internalise a text 

 Internalise a text by reading and retelling in 
groups, pairs and as a class. 

 

 Using the Talk for Writing process teachers plan 
in opportunities for story / text mapping. 

 

 Shared reading & oral retelling. 
 

 Develop success criteria. 

Phase 2 
Imitate & Innovate 

Imitate: 
Children re-write a text, staying close to the original. e.g. 
they retell the story from Phase 1. 

 
Innovate: 

 Children work within a story model but add and 
tweak details. e.g. change a character or the 
setting. 

 

 Work is highly supported at this stage e.g. shared, 
teacher modelled and guided writing. 

 

 Teaching builds on the gaps identified from the 
Have a Go task. 

Show us what you know 
Invent 

Each unit finishes with an independent piece of writing. 
This is designed to allow children to apply their new 
writing skills and to clearly demonstrate progress. 

 

The final piece of writing is levelled using the Wise Owl 
Trust criterion scale. 

 

In all classes, children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the 
child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through 
differentiated group work, while in others we ask children to work from the same starting 
point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We encourage a high proportion of 
collaboration in lessons to develop the skills of pupils of all abilities. 

 
 

Writing curriculum planning 
 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We use the National Curriculum, 
Focus objectives and the Talk for Writing Progression document as the basis for 



 

implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for Writing. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in Writing in three phases - long-term, medium-term 
and short-term (weekly). Teachers plan English units of work alongside their topic themes 
to aid a broad and balanced curriculum. Our yearly teaching programme identifies the key 
objectives in English that we teach to each year group. 

 

Our long-term plans, which we also base on the Wise Owl Trust objectives and 
progression, give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans 
define what we teach, and ensure that skills are appropriately balanced and distributed 
across each term. 

 
Medium- term plans show the skills that we will teach in each unit of work. 

 
Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of English. This lists 
the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson, and gives details 
of how the lessons are to be taught. It also includes details of what each group of children 
will be learning. The class teacher keeps these individual plans in their planning file. 
These are monitored at least once a term by the English leadership team. 

 
Teachers use assessment of the Have a Go task to select the next steps for children then 
feed this into their planning and teaching to address misconceptions and accelerate 
progress. They also use Guided Writing to target groups of children with the same 
targets. 

 

The Foundation Stage 
 

We teach English in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the school’s work. We 
relate the English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the EYFS, 
which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. We give all children 
the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations, to respond to 
adults and to each other, to listen carefully, and to practise and extend their vocabulary 
and communication skills. They have the opportunity to explore words and texts, to enjoy 
them, to learn about them, and to use them in various situations. Children’s progress is 
recorded using a Learning Journey. 

 
Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas 

 
The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of 
our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them 
to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school. There should 
be regular, carefully planned opportunities for writing across the curriculum. 

 

Mathematics: 
 

The teaching of English contributes significantly to children’s mathematical understanding, 
in a variety of ways. Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of 
number, pattern, shape and space by talking about these matters with adults and other 
children. Children in Key Stage 1 access stories and rhymes that involve counting and 
sequencing. They also investigate word problems, write their own maths stories and 



 

reason with their peers, teachers and themselves. Children in Key Stage 2 regularly 
investigate problems, in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and 
present their work to others and they communicate mathematically through the developing 
use of precise mathematical language. 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC): 
 

English contributes to the teaching of SMSC by encouraging children to take part in class 
and group discussions on topical issues. Older children also research and debate topical 
problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices, and meet and talk with visitors who 
work within the school community. Planned activities within the classroom also encourage 
children to work together and to respect each other’s views. We follow the SEALs 
objectives across the school. The teaching of English develops skills through which our 
children can offer critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their 
understanding and appreciation of a range of texts and other media brings them into 
contact with their own literary heritage and with texts from a diverse range of cultures. The 
organisation of our lessons allows children to work together, and gives them the chance to 
discuss their ideas and results. 

 
Computing: 

 

The use of information and communication technology, with clear learning objectives, will 
promote, enhance and support the teaching of English at word, sentence and text level. It 
also offers ways of impacting on learning which are not possible with conventional 
methods, for example interactive and non-linear stories. 

 
ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent level. The screen projection of text 
enables it to be read and shared. The projection of a word processor permits the writing 
process to be modelled effectively. A wide variety of text types are available through the 
Internet to encourage the framing of explicit questions. Lessons can focus on what pupils 
have achieved using ICT, or ICT can provide the means of presenting their outcomes (via 
multimedia presentation or the school website). 

 

English and inclusion 
 
At our school we teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. 
English forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 
education to all children. Through our English teaching we provide learning opportunities 
that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those 
pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and 
talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable 
steps to achieve this. For further details see separate policies: Special Educational Needs;; 
Disability Non-Discrimination;; Gifted and Talented. 

 
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom 
organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some 
additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. Assessment 
against the P Scales and Focus objectives. This ensures that our teaching is matched to 
the child’s needs. 



 

Some children may require an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special 
educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to 
English. 

 
We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning 
English. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a theatre 
trip, for example) we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the 
activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 
Teachers provide help by using: 

 

• Texts that children can more easily read and understand. 
• Visual and written materials in different formats. 
• ICT, other technological aids and taped materials. 
• Alternative communication, such as signs and symbols. 
• Translators. 

 
Assessment for learning 

 
Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term assessments 
that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their daily plans. They 
match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal 
feedback is given to help guide children’s progress through quality marking. Children edit 
and improve their own work (See marking policy). 

 
Teachers record the targets that children have met, half-termly on the school’s tracking 
and assessment system. Progress is measured against the key objectives laid out in the 
Wise Owl Trust objectives. This is used to help them plan for the next unit of work. 
Teachers use Gap Analysis sheets to assess the progress of the children against the 
objectives set for each unit. 

 

Teachers make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year, and they use 
these to assess progress against school and national targets. With the help of these long- 
term assessments they are able to set targets for the next school year, and to summarise 
the progress of each child before discussing it with the child’s parents. The next teacher 
then uses these long-term assessments as the planning basis for the new school year. 

 
These long-term assessments are based on end-of-year tests and teacher assessments. 
Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6, and the Rising 
Stars tests at the end of Years 3, 4 and 5. Teachers also make annual assessments of 
children’s progress based on the end of year expectations of the National Curriculum. 

 

Teachers meet regularly to moderate individual examples of work against the national 
curriculum and Focus objectives. 

 
Staff are keen to improve their subject knowledge and the subject leader takes an active 
role in disseminating best practice and making recommendations for staff development. 



 

Resources 
 
There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All 
classrooms have dictionaries and a variety of age-appropriate small apparatus. All 
classrooms have a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts. The library contains a range of 
books to support children’s individual interests. 

 

Monitoring and review 
 

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in English is the 
responsibility of the subject leaders and the SLT. The work of the subject leaders also 
involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current 
developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for English in the 
school. 

 
 

Presentation of English work 
 
Teachers and pupils should refer to the school presentation guide. This explains how 
written work is set out across the school. 

 
Marking and Feedback 

 
Have a go This should be dated and titled `Have a Go’ (It does not have a learning 

objective). 
 

Identify 2 success criteria that the child has already met and write in pink. 
 

Identify 2 targets, which are specific to the unit, and write these in green 
next to an upward arrow. Note these targets down and create Guided 
Writing groups. When Guided Writing has taken place you must write GW 
at the top of each page. 

Phase 1 Success criteria should be stuck into books where appropriate. Brief 
developmental marking where appropriate. Children should respond to 
the green comment in Fix-It time then this needs responding to by the 
teacher. 

Phase 2 & 
Phase 3 

Success criteria should be stuck in for every piece of extended writing. 
When marking, tick success criteria that have been met and highlight, in 
pink, examples in the text. Developmental marking should be written every 
day for every child. Give the child a specific area to improve in green pen. 
Teacher should check children are responding to feedback during Fix It 
time. 

Show Us 
What You 
Know 

This should be dated and only titled ‘Show us what you know’. 
 
Stick the success criteria into the book and tick all criteria met. 



 

 
 

 

Reporting to Parents 
 
Parents are given the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at parent evenings. If a 
parent has any queries throughout the year they should not hesitate to organise a meeting 
with their child’s class teacher. 

 
Parents are also informed of their child’s attainment levels through termly written reports. 

 
Homework 

 
Children in Years 1 - 6 will receive at least 1 piece of English homework each week, 
relating to the unit that is currently being taught. Homework activities are valuable in 
promoting children’s learning in English and give them an opportunity to use and apply 
skills taught in the unit. 

No developmental marking is needed as this piece is needed for 
assessment and moderation. Assess each Show Me What You know 
piece using the criterion scale. 


