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Music 
 
Breadth of Study:  
 

 

Term 
 

 

Year 1 

 

Year 2 
 

Year 3 
 

Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 
Autumn 
 

 
African Music 

 

 
Samuel Pepys 

 
The Rainforest 

 
Himalayas 

 
Space 

 
World War Two 

 
Spring 

 
Traditional Tales 

 
Native American Music 

 
British Summer Landscapes 

 
South & West Africa 

 

 
The Romans 

 
Flight 

 

 
Summer 

 
Classical Music 

 
The Tudors 

 
The Egyptians  

 
The Vikings 

 

 
Rivers 

 
Performance 

 
 

 
 
Domain Knowledge Breakdown: 
 
 

What makes a good Musician? 
EYFS 

Birth to 3 3-4 year olds Children in Reception Early learning Goal (ELG) 

• Join in with songs and rhymes.  
• Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds.  
• Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs.  
• Move and dance to music.  
• Show attention to sounds and music.  
• Enjoy and take part in action songs.  
• Explore a range of sound makers and instruments 

and play them in different ways 
• Make rhythmic and repetitive sounds.  
• Responds emotionally and physically to music when it 

changes. 

• Listen with increasing attention to sounds. 
• Sing the melodic shape of familiar songs.  
• Sing a pitch or tone sung by another person. 
• Create their own songs or improvise a song they know.  
• Remember and sing entire songs. 

• Explore and use a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their 

ability to represent them. 
• Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music expressing their feelings and 

responses. 
• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the 

melody.  
• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

• Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs. (BIE) 

 



 

 

Wise Owl Trust 
Subject Overview 

Se

ymour Road

Acade myAcade my

Ol

d Hall Drive

Acade my

Bris
coe Lane

P a g e  | 2 

Year 1 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 

• Begin to use voices expressively to speak and chant. 
• Sing short songs from memory, maintaining overall shape of the melody and keeping in time. 
• Maintain a pulse using hands and/or tuned/untuned instruments. 
• Respond to simple musical instruction such as, make and control long and short sounds using voice & 

instruments (tempo/dynamic/pitch changes)   
• Play a simple Ostinato 
• Recognise and understand the difference between pulse and rhythm (move with the pulse to a piece of 

music) 
-Rhythm cards: Term 1 
-Pitch cards: Term 2 

• Begin to select and create short sequences of sound with voices or instruments to represent a 
given idea (poem, character, scene etc) 

• Begin to combine instrumental and vocal sounds within a given structure. 
• Begin to be aware of rests in music. 
• Create simple melodies using a few notes. 
• Explore dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of music. 
• Begin to make improvements to their work. 
• Take turns when playing with a partner. 

• Understand that different types of sounds are called timbres.  
• Recognise basic tempo, dynamic and pitch changes (faster/slower, louder/quieter, higher/lower).  
• Begin to use picture/symbol cards to identify basic pitch and tempo.  
• Describe the difference between two pieces of music.  
• Express basic opinion about music (like/dislike) 
• Recognise percussion instruments being played in music. 
• Listen and respond to other performers by playing as part of a group. 

 
 
 

Year 2 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 

• Use voices expressively when singing, including the use of basic dynamics (loud & quiet) 
• Sing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy. 
• Perform simple patterns and accompaniments (on tuned/untuned instruments), keeping a steady pulse. 
• Perform expressively using dynamics and timbre to alter sounds as appropriate.  
• Sing simple two note phrases from notation. 
• Use rhythm and pitch cards to play notes: 
• Crotchet: “do” 
• Quaver: “do, day” 

• Select and create longer sequences of sound with voices or instruments to represent a given idea 
(poem, scene, character etc). 

• Combine and layering several instrumental vocal patterns within a given structure. 
• Create simple melodic ostinato using 2 notes. 
• Choose appropriate dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of music.  
• Use some letter names/notation/symbols to represent the details of their composition.  
• Begin to suggest improvements to their own work. 
• Play equal length phrases with a partner (Binary AB) 

• Recognise timbre changes in music. 
• Recognise the structural features in music.  
• Listen to and recognise percussion, brass and string instruments being played in music.  
• Begin to use musical vocabulary to describe music.  
• Use rhythm and pitch cards, recognise a quaver begin to draw them as notes.  
• Use some symbols to represent a composition and use them to help with a performance: Crotchet and 

Quaver for clapping and chanting. 
• Suggest improvements to their own and others work. 

 
 
 

Year 3 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 

• Sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control demonstrating developing vocal 
technique (expression). 

• Sing and play in time with peers, with a degree of accuracy and awareness of their part in the group 
performance.  

• Begin to perform from basic staff notation, incorporating rhythm and pitch.  
• Explore and use changes in tempo and dynamics. 

• Compose a piece of music in a given style to create a specific mood/feeling. 
• Combine melodies and rhythms to compose a multi layered composition in a 

given style. 
• Create a repeated pattern with different instruments. 
• Work in pairs to structure a piece using two simple musical ideas. 
• Create a rhythmic phrase (Binary from AB) 

• Discuss the stylistic features of different genres, styles and traditions of music using musical vocabulary.  
• Understand that music from different parts of the world and different times, have different features. 
• Develop non-standard symbols to indicate when to play and rest.  
• Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE on the musical stave. 
• Recognise and explain the changes within a piece of music using musical vocabulary.  
• Recognise the correct note names: crotchet, quaver, minim & semibreve.  
• Identify phrases of a song.  
• Begin to show an awareness of metre. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect on mood and feeling. 
• Begin to use musical vocabulary (related to the interrelated dimensions of music) when discussing improvements to 

their own and others work. 
• Recognise the work of one famous composer. 
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Year 4 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 
• Sing longer songs in a variety of musical styles from memory, with accuracy, control, fluency and a 

developing sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.  
• Sing and play in time with peers, pronouncing words clearly/playing notes accurately, with an awareness 

of rhythm and their part within the group.  
• Play melody parts on tuned instruments with accuracy and control and developing instrumental 

technique.  
• Play an ostinato simultaneously. 
• Perform from basic staff notation (4 & 8 beat rhythm) incorporating rhythm and pitch and identifying 

these symbols and musical terminology. 

• Compose a coherent piece of music in a given style with voices, bodies and instruments. 
• Begin to improvise musically within a given style. 
• Work in pairs to structure a piece of music with more than two different layers and a clear 

structure. 
• Create an ostinato to reflect mood by painting/poem/other external stimuli. 
• Record work on a simple device e.g. iPad select sounds and record, using basic looping. 
• Suggest improvements to others work, using musical vocabulary 
• Organise musical phrases e.g. intro, verse & chorus in pop music. 

• Identify gradual dynamic and tempo changes within a piece of music.  
• Recognise, discuss and evaluate the stylistic features of different genres, styles and traditions using 

musical vocabulary.  
• Identify common features between different genres, styles and traditions of music. 
• Use letter name, graphic and rhythmic notation and key musical vocabulary to label and record 

compositions.  
• Recognise the symbols for a minim, crochet and semibreve and say how many beats they represent.  
• Analyse basic song structures.  
• Explain the effect of the interrelated dimensions of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to discuss the purpose of a piece of music. 
• Identify different composer styles. 

 
 
 

Year 5 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 
• Sing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of musical styles from memory, with fluency, control and 

expression.  
• Work as a group to perform a piece of music, adjusting pitch and dynamics and keeping in time with 

others, communicating as a group. 
• Play a simple tune and drone (notes that carry on throughout to a pulse) accompaniment. 
• Perform with accuracy and fluency from graphic/simple staff notation. 

• Compose a detailed piece of music from a given stimulus with voices, bodies and instruments.  
• Improvise coherently within a given style. 
• Combine rhythmic patterns (ostinato) into a multi layered composition using all the inter-related 

dimensions of music to add musical interest.  
• Select, discuss and refine musical choices both alone and with others, suing musical vocabulary 

with confidence. 

• Recognise and confidently discuss the stylistic features of different genres, styles and traditions using 
musical vocabulary.  

• Represent features of a piece of music using graphic notation, and colours, justifying their choices with 
reference to musical vocabulary.  

• Use the standard musical notation of crochet, minim and semibreve to indicate how many beats to play.  
• Compare, discuss and evaluate music using detailed musical vocabulary. 
• Develop confidence in using detailed musical vocabulary (related to the inter-related dimensions of 

music) when discussing and evaluating their own and others work. 
 
 
 

Year 6 
Perform Compose Transcribe & Describe 
• Sing songs in two or more secure parts from memory, with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
• Work as a group to perform a piece of music, adjusting the interrelated dimensions of music as required, 

keeping in time with others and communicating with the group. 
• Play a simple tune and ostinato accompaniment to a song. 
• Perform as a solo or taking a leadership role within a performance. 
 

• Compose an original song incorporating lyric writing and the composition of accompanying 
features within a given structure. 

• Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined effect. 
• Use drones and melodic ostinato (based on the pentatonic scale) 
• Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of music 

• Identify the way features of a song can complement one another to create a coherent overall effect. 
• Use musical vocabulary correctly when describing and evaluating the features of a piece of music. 
• Discuss musical eras in context and the impact of different composers on the development of musical 

styles. 
• Read and create notes on the musical stave. 
• Understand the purpose of the treble clefs and use them in transcribing compositions & be able to draw 

them. 
• Understand and use the # (sharp) and b (flat) symbols.  
• Confidently using detailed musical vocabulary (related to the inter-related dimensions of music) describe 

and appraise music.  
• Use and understand simple time signatures. 

 
 
 


