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CHALLENGE, 
COLLABORATION 
AND CHARACTER

 
At Wise Owl Trust 

our commitment is to the 

children, their happiness and 

transforming lives to present them 

with the best possible life chances.

We have developed a strong central team of specialists 

with expertise to support school improvement, allowing 

schools to focus on the needs of the children and the 

delivery of a high standard of teaching and learning. 

I am personally proud to be a part of the Wise Owl Trust 

and work alongside our dedicated team to ensure that 

our aims and vision are delivered in its entirety.

—
Chris O’Shaughnessy

CEO

There is nothing that  our children cannot aspire to be. It is our role to ignite our children’s dreams. 
Learning through Challenge, Collaboration and 

Character nurtures creativity in our children. This 
coupled with giving them the skills, confidence 
and inspiration, our children will achieve their goals and dreams.

—
Sophie Murfin Executive Principal



CHALLENGE, 
COLLABORATION 
AND CHARACTER

At Wise Owl Trust we pride ourselves on 
knowing our children and the skills that they 
need to be successful both in school and 
beyond. We are committed to preparing our 
children to face the challenges of the modern 
world with confidence, whilst ensuring that 
they are strongly numerate and literate, 
therefore equipping our children to overcome 
academic challenges with determination.

It is with this knowledge of contextual need 
that our curriculum has been carefully tailored 
to respond and meet these challenges, 
encouraging critical thinking and philosophical 
minds. Experiential and social learning are 
the key strands to run throughout all aspects 
of the curriculum. The aim is to encourage 
children to think critically and creatively, 
whilst teaching the children the skills of 
working as a team and the importance of 
positive competitiveness. All extended pupil 
participation will be seen as an important 
aspect of ensuring that children receive a well-
rounded and holistic education.

The thematic approach embraces the learning 
and application of basic skills across the 
curriculum, encouraging opportunities for 
work at a greater depth. The curriculum 
construct has been carefully designed to 
inspire and motivate our children in fun 
and challenging ways whilst giving the 
children a wide range of opportunities to 
gain experiences that they otherwise would 
not have had. The teaching of character is 
the underpinning focus, to give our children 
the ability to choose intelligently between 
alternatives and to take ownership of their 
own actions, giving our children the skills 
to contribute significantly to society and 
be academically capable. Research has 
shown that people with higher levels of 
emotional intelligence enjoy more satisfying 
and successful careers and relationships. 
(Goleman et al 1995)



AIMS OF THE 
CURRICULUM RATIONALE

• To provide opportunities that encompass a wide 

range of purposeful learning experiences.

• Access to progressive, sequential learning 

preventing episodic learning.

• Personalised learning that is reactive at the point 

of learning.

• Development of self-motivation, independence, 

positive attitudes and confidence.

• Consistency of approach to support all children, 

encouraging breadth & depth.

• Promoting individual liberty, mutual respect & 

tolerance of others, democracy and rule of law 

(British Values). 

• Reacting to national and Trust gender differences – diminishing the difference. Giving 
the children experiences through skills bursts which are then applied through an 
activity that is carefully planned to engage & promote the use of specific character 
traits.

• Specific curriculum links to ensure learning is purposeful through links to the activity.

• Giving the opportunity for children to have experiences they  
may not otherwise have had.

• Promoting the ‘want’ to learn within children and developing a growth mindset.

• Project work to encourage deep & sustainable learning.

• Encouraging personalised learning.

• Encouraging the use of and development of problem solving skills.

• Application of basic skills, promoting working at a greater depth.

• Encouraging children to identify the skills needed independently.

• Providing more opportunities for AFL.

• Allowing the children to work at their own level of ability, thus  
promoting self esteem/confidence.

• Building on the success of the model of continuous provision through setting 
differentiated challenges.



CHARACTER

The foundations of the curriculum construct are 
built on the seven key values of the Wise Owl Trust.

I can do it I know how 
you feel

I understand I believe in that I will do 
my best

I will share with 
everyone

I will work 
together with 

others

These core values will be taught throughout the 
Academies and applied to all aspects of learning 
so that Values and Character Education are 
integral language, philosophy, ethos and action 
that positively impact on behaviour choices, 
learning behaviours, community development, 
tolerance and ultimately citizenship. It is upon 
these key values that our behaviour policy has 
been written. Good behaviour is expected and to 

be treated as the norm, therefore encouraging 
mutual support and respect. Rewards will be 
given for academic effort and clear consequences 
for poor behaviour is communicated with all 
school stakeholders to ensure a consistent and 
thorough approach. It is a policy that sits hand-in-
hand with the curriculum to encourage and praise 
the behaviour of an engaged learner.
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Encourages independence skills, 
teamwork & communication.

Encourages debate, discussion, 
listening, effective communication, 
empathy & tolerance of others, 
self esteem & confidence.

Introduction into topic to inspire and 
encourage further exploration through 
a variety of sources both independently 
and as a team.

Philosophical statement/question to 
spark the children’s minds and skills of 
enquiry.

HOOK Inspire Philosophy

CURRICULUM 
CONSTRUCT

The construct of our curriculum reflects our 
passion for developing the holistic child by 
kick starting each topic with an exciting hook 
into learning to engage our learners at the 
start of each topic. Weekly thought-provoking 
statements provide opportunities for 
discussion and debate, encouraging speaking 
and listening skills both in school and at home. 
Missions provide the opportunity to apply the 
Basic Skills learnt within Maths and English 
lessons in a fun and engaging way.

Each step of the curriculum construct in grey is carried out on a weekly basis, with 
a hook into learning and celebration at the end of each topic, which lasts a term.



Ability to apply basic skills 
of Maths and English 
through mission challenges. 
Encouraging teamwork, effective 
communication and problem 
solving skills. Development of 
language skills.

Encourages purposeful learning 
with a focus on real life context. 
Deeper learning encouraged 
through the encouragement of 
enquiry & problem solving minds.

Encourages a reflective learner. 
Embeds character traits & their 
importance in life. Gives learners 
the opportunity to improve 
identified character traits by 
setting personal targets.

Celebration of effort. Sharing 
achievement with home. 
Encouraging a critical mind and 
philosophical thinkers. Embracing 
a growth mindset.

• Mission style physical activities for 
the children to complete in teams, 
completing challenges through 
teamwork, communciation and 
problem solving. 

• Elements of the RESPECT character 
traits (Resilience, Empathy, Self-
awareness, Positivity, Excellence, 
Communication, Teamwork) taught 
and assessed throughout (evidence 
collated for individual child’s 
character profile).

• Prime subject focus each week (some 
weeks may have a secondary subject 
focus).

• Basic skills taught throughout 
the week to be applied through 
the mission based challenges, 
encouraging real life problem solving 
skills & purposeful learning.

• Teaching at point of learning.
• Langauge specific focus – evident on 

the working walls.

• Weekly review & reflection of 
character traits used throughout the 
mission.

• Time for personal reflection, peer 
coaching and future target setting.

• Opportunity to seek support & 
further learning guidance.

• Celebrate achievements (academic & 
character).

• Share learning journeys individually, 
within classes, across the school and 
with home.

• Review the overarching MISSION 
statement. Discuss & debate.

• Prepare & target set for next series 
of missions. ‘Failing to prepare is 
preparing to fail,’ Benjamin Franklin.

Active 
Mission

Weekly  
subject focus

Reflection  
& Review

Mission  
Accomplished  

Celebration



OUR
CURRICULUM

The life journey of inspirational people have 
been chosen to be entwined with the National 
Curriculum to engage and enthuse even the 
most boring of lessons.

YEAR 1
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Simba & Me
“Circle of Life”

Traditional Tales
“Once Upon a Time”

Steve Backshall
“A Walk on the Wild Side”

YEAR 2
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Samuel Pepys
“London’s Burning”

Pocahontas
“Trouble in the Tribe”

The Queen
“The Longest Reign”



YEAR 3
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Ed Stafford
“Walking the Amazon”

Earnest Shackleton
“Endurance”

Nellie Bly
“Around the World in 

72 Days”

YEAR 4
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Bear Grylls
“Survival”

Kira Salak
“Gorilla in the Mist”

Leif Erikson
“Voyage of Discovery”

YEAR 5
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Tim Peake
“Blast Off”

Ranulph Fiennes
“Transglobe Adventures”

Sparticus
“Romans Revolt”

YEAR 6
TOPIC 

CHARACTERS

Nancy Wake
“The White Mouse”

Amelia Earhart
“Final Flight”

Ibn Battuta
“Eastern Odyssey”



WRITING

Access a range of high-quality texts to ignite and support 
learning throughout the RESPECT Curriculum.

Experience an inviting, engaging reading area in each classroom 
with a range of texts to read and enjoy.

Celebrate reading through fun, exciting activities as part of a 
curriculum enriched with visits, visitors and experiences such as 
World Book Day.

Listen to stories being read to them to inspire and motivate 
them to read for pleasure themselves.

Read at home through providing a range of texts for the children 
to take home and enjoy with their families and independently. 
Our main reading scheme is the Oxford Reading Tree and 
includes stories, non-fiction texts and poetry. In addition to a 
book from the scheme, our children are also able to take home 
books from a range of great authors to read at home such as 
Julia Donaldson, Jaqueline Wilson and Roald Dahl.

Our children are taught the mechanics of reading through daily 
interactive phonics sessions which take place across EYFS and 
Key Stage 1 following ‘Letters and Sounds’. Within these sessions, 
our children have opportunities to learn, practise, apply, 
investigate and consolidate their skills in a range of engaging 
activities taught in small, streamed groups which are each 
tailored to the learning needs of the children.

Daily guided reading groups ensure that our Key Stage 1 children 
have opportunities to discuss texts, forming opinions and 
viewpoints. They are challenged with questions which extend 
their comprehension skills and understanding.

Whole class reading lessons are taught in Key Stage 2, using a 
variety of challenging and interesting texts from across a range 
of text types. Our children are taught to analyse these texts in 
greater depth, drawing evidence from the texts to support their 
viewpoints and becoming more critical of an author’s intentions. 
Our children further develop their vocabulary and learn to 
answer a range of questions with an increasing amount of detail 
and consideration.

READING
Reading is central to 
everything we do in 
the Wise Owl Trust. 
We foster a love for 
reading throughout the 
curriculum. We do this by 
providing our children with 
opportunities to:

Across the Wise Owl Trust, 
we believe that great 
readers become great 
writers and therefore our 
curriculum is enriched with 
high-quality, engaging texts. 
We provide our children 
with opportunities to:



WRITING

Develop good mental strategies, committing what has been 
learnt to memory.

Develop efficient methods of recording working in line with the 
academy’s calculation policy.

Develop the ability to work independently, selecting their own 
methods and resources needed to support learning.

Develop a love of maths through learning in a range of different 
ways.

Access a range of resources to support their learning.

Learn through real life scenarios, experiencing practical 
applications of maths.

Develop an accurate mathematical vocabulary to be able to 
share their thinking, describe strategies and learn from each 
other’s responses .

Through the RESPECT Curriculum, our children are provided 
with rich and varied opportunities to apply their mathematical 
knowledge. We believe that central to an ability to select and 
apply skills effectively is the need for a clear understanding of 
core mathematical skills. We separate these core skills into 4 
main areas: Number, Shape & Space, Measure and Statistics.

Learn spelling, punctuation and grammar in exciting, interactive 
ways and to apply these skills across the curriculum.

Be proud of their presentation and handwriting through the 
award of pen licences and fountain pens.

Have experience of the full writing process, with opportunities to 
draft, edit and ‘publish’ their pieces of writing.

Write for a range of purposes and audiences.

Produce a wide range of text types including stories, non-fiction 
texts and poetry,

Celebrate their success and progress through awards and 
acknowledgement such as our ‘Writer of the Week’ certificate and 
end of term ‘Writer of the Term’ trophy.

Develop a wide-ranging vocabulary through exposure to high-
level, broad texts.

Have regular, purposeful written and oral feedback about their 
work so that they can progress further.

Access a wide range of resources to enrich learning, such as ICT, 
dictionaries, thesauruses, word mats and purposeful classroom 
displays.

The themed approach of our RESPECT Curriculum provides our 
children with real purpose for their writing and through being 
immersed in the topic they are learning about, they are able to 
apply their wide-ranging knowledge from across the curriculum 
to what they write. Using ‘Talk 4 Writing’ as a basis means that 
our children are never short of ideas when it comes to writing! 
They are taught to imitate, innovate and then invent their own 
texts with plenty of opportunities for collaborative group work 
and speaking and listening activities!

MATHS
We want the children of 
our academies to become 
confident and critical 
mathematicians who are 
able to solve problems 
efficiently, applying them 
in real life contexts. We 
provide our children with 
opportunities to:



All our work 
this term has been 

linked to Bear Grylls. We even measured enemy base camps when we were learning about measuring 
perimeter!

—
DYLAN

Shhhhh! Our lessons are that 

exciting that we keep our work top 

secret, we don’t want anyonve else to 

know how good it is!

—
JANE We can’t wait until it’s time to 

complete our Missions, 

that test our resilience and 
communication skills.—

NATASHA

Our work has been 

really fun. We have learnt 

about lots of brave people. Ernest 

Shackleton never gave up – even 

when he failed he would try again. 

That inspires us!

—

KHUSHBAKHT

Our books 

look spy-tastic 

and show our 

secret explorer 

work, which is TOP 

SECRET!
—

BRANDON

WHAT OUR 
CHILDREN 
SAY...

IM
PA

C
T



We can’t wait until it’s time to 
complete our Missions, 

that test our resilience and 
communication skills.—

NATASHA

The children 
take part in 

interesting and fun 
missions. I hear all about 

it at home.
—

YEAR 2
PARENT

They seem to learn really 
interesting stuff now not like 

your normal curriculum stuff.  I 

have 3 children in school, all a year 

apart so previously I have known what 

is coming but that’s not been the case this 

year.  Eesa loves learning about the Queen 

she comes home every night saying “do you 

know…?” She seems to have a new fact 
everyday!!

—YEAR 2 PARENT

I have noticed a difference 

in Jane. With Jane you have 

to really hook her in and this 

new curriculum has really got her 

hooked.  There’s been a massive 

amount of change in school and it all 

gets a big thumbs up from us.  I think 

the school is great!!

—

YEAR 3 PARENT

I like the different homework options for my child’s homework.  I think its great that they get a choice and they always want to do their homework!
—

YEAR 5 PARENT

You never get 

anything from Baz 

about his day in school but 

he got a postcard home about 

his curriculum work.  I thought it 

was a really nice touch.  It made 

him really pleased too!!

—
YEAR 4 PARENT

AND THEIR 
PARENTS...



DATAIMPACT ON 
CURRICULUM 
SATISFACTION
Percentage of children at Wise Owl Trust 
who prefer the new curriculum.

91%
93% 88%

All Pupils Girls Boys

IMPACT 
ON BOYS’ 
WRITING
Percentage of boys who 
have made better than 
expected progress in their 
writing since the 
introduction 
of new 
curriculum.

POSITIVITY

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN WHO FELT THEY HAD IMPROVED CHARACTER TRAITS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

RESILIENCE
89%

EMPATHY
83%

SELF AWARENESS
72% 91%

EXCELLENCE
88%

COMMUNICATION
83%

TEAMWORK
86%



POSITIVE 
MENTAL 
HEALTH

ENHANCED 
EMPLOYABILITY 

& AMBITION

THE WHOLE CHILD

EMOTIONALLY 
LITERATE

CRITICAL 
THINKERS & 

PHILOSOPHICAL 
MINDS

HEALTH & 
WELL-BEING

CHARACTER 
BUILDING

LIFE SKILLS
(OUTPUT)

EXPERIENTIAL 
& SOCIAL 

LEARNING

CHALLENGE 
CLASSROOMS

ACTIVE 
PEDAGOGY

PHILOSOPHICAL 
DEBATE

CHARACTER 
EDUCATION

LEARNING 
FOR LIFE

(INPUT)

PREPARING OUR CHILDREN FOR THEIR 
FUTURE BEYOND SCHOOL LIFE 



www.wiseowltrust.com


